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tion (1879). During the thirty-three years which have passed since its foundation, the United States Geological Survey has seen its field of operations extended to the whole territory of the Union, including Alaska; a topographical atlas, covering already tens of thousands of square miles, was begun and its execution pushed with the most diligent zeal and energy: names such as those of Henry Gannett, "Willard D. Johnson, Francois Matthes, R. B. Marshall, head a long list and account for the excellency of some of the results. A geological atlas, considered by experts in the Old "World as the chef d'&uvre du genre, already includes more than 170 separate folios. Innumerable Bulletins, Monographs, Professional Papers and Annual Reports constitute the richest library ever put forth relating to the structure and natural resources of a single country. Notwithstanding the impossibility of picking out from this embarras de richesses, let me emphasize two special features which will ever remain the glory of the United States Geological Survey: first, the splendid contributions to the study of metallic mines, the iron of Lake Superior, the gold and silver of the Comstock Lode, Eureka, and Leadville—without taking account of a host of others—and, second, the model organization of its hydrographic branch, from which has developed the Reclamation Service, of whose activities the huge Roosevelt Dam impressively reminded us. In a more speculative line, a word of gratitude at least must be expressed to the late Dr. Russell and to our honored friend Dr. Gilbert: to both we owe the study of those recent fossil lakes of Utah and Nevada—Bonneville and Lahontan—whose shore lines, bars and beds have filled us with wonder. "We must also pay a tribute to the memory of Captain Dutton, whose study of the Grand Canyon district, illuminated by Holmes's incomparable sketches and panoramas, has justly won a world-wide reputation.
But now I must conclude. It is a matter of regret for me that I have been obliged to leave out so much,—the work of the Soil Survey of the Department of Agriculture, among other things, and that of the Forest Service. I think I am right in saying that while we return from our transcontinental trip with our eyes and minds replete with wonder at all the marvelous examples of nature's work we have seen, our hearts remain forever full of admiration and gratitude for the able, energetic and noble men to whose painstaking efforts a better knowledge of this part of the earth's surface is due.

